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absorbed into Hinduism through its direct contact with Islam
and these elements were presented to India impressed with the
Islamic mould.
:In Ramanuja's time Muslims were to be found in the ports
of the Coromandel coast. Muslim saints like Nathad Vali were
preaching Islam to the people and converting numbers of them,
and Hindu kings like Kun-Pandya were giving grants of land
for the erection of mosques j The existence of Christians at
Malaipuram is more than doubtful ; and, in any case, the small
uninfluential community professing a corrupt form of that religion
could hardly influence the thoughts of its neighbours. As
Barth has pointed out, it was not in general the monotheism of
the Christian religion which most struck the Hindu.2
Ramanuja's philosophy recognised a god with good attri-
butes and inculcates His worship with faith and devotion. He
exhibits a desire to open the doors of religion to the classes which
had so far been shut out of it. Love finds a place not only in
the relations of man and God but also of man and man, although
in the latter case the advance is timid. Visnuswaml, Njmbaraka
and Madhava's metaphysical discussions regarding the nature of
God and man almost recall the debates of Nazzam, Ash'arf and
GhizalT. But these resemblances may be easily fanciful or due
to the nature of the enquiries themselves, and no reliance can
be placed upon them for deducing any inference regarding cul-
tural borrowings!
Certain other characteristics of South Indian thought
from the ninth century onwards, however, strongly point to
Islamic influence. These are the increasing emphasis on mono-
theism, emotional worship, self-surrender (prapatti) and adoration
of the teacher (Guru bhatyi) and in addition to them laxity in the
rigours of the caste system, and indifference towards mere ritual*
It is hardly necessary to expatiate at length on the first
point. The conception was ancient, but was not dominant.
Practical religion Consisted in either the performance of good
2 Barth:   Religions   of   India.